[Uselessness of systematic bone scintigraphy in the assessment of the spread of bladder cancer, before excision surgery].
The authors reviewed bone scans in 55 patients with carcinoma of the bladder. Only 3 patients had a pathological bone scan. In two, an ordinary X-ray of the spine (visible on IVP) showed the existence of bone metastases. Thus amongst the total of 55 cases, bone scan was of specific value only once (1,9%). The authors mention the frequency of bone metastases at autopsy (24 to 37%) and the superiority of bone scan over an ordinary radiological skeletal survey. In the literature, false negative results for bone scan do not exceed 5% whilst the false negative rate for ordinary X-ray is 19%. Despite this reliability, bone scan alone is of basic importance in only a small number of cases. The present series is in line with those in the literature. Thus, other than where there is a special indication, the authors no longer request a bone scan in the assessment of spread of carcinoma of the bladder.